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The bankruptcy court approved the appointment of a future
claims representative (“FCR”) to represent the interests of
certain unknown individuals holding claims against the debtor
arising from tortious misconduct by representatives of the
debtor, specifically including priests.  The purpose of the
memorandum opinion is to explain the basis for including within
the scope of representation those persons who know they were
subjected to sexual contact as children, but who have not
discovered the resulting injury or the causal connection between
the injury and the child abuse, nor in the exercise of reasonable
care should have discovered the injury or causal connection.  

The court explains that the alleged victims of prepetition
sexual abuse by representatives of the debtor are “creditors”
holding “claims” against the debtor within the meaning of the
Bankruptcy Code.  The court then describes the scope of the FCR’s
representation, noting that the approach taken by the court is
consistent with that taken in the bankruptcy case of the Catholic
Diocese of Tucson and other mass tort bankruptcy cases, and with
debtor’s stated purpose in invoking chapter 11 relief.  
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